The City of Peace
rival those of Paradise, or " Khuld " in the Koran. The building was completely destroyed in the thirteenth century and all we know of it is that it was a wonderful sight with its galleries, domes and high walls. Mansur was only to enjoy it for a short time, for he died in the same year on his way back from a pilgrimage to Mecca.
Mansur was only the second representative of the Abbasid dynasty. This had been founded by his brother Abdul Abbas, called "Saffah" ("the bloodthirsty"). The dynasty brought glory to Baghdad for five centuries. Mansur, however, was already showing some of the dangerous family traits with his thirst for pleasures, his morbid irritability and his unlimited cruelty. He lived in perpetual fear of treachery and surrounded his residence with an extraordinary system of defences. He only felt safe amongst his faithful and when surrounded by his troops. The common people were all made to live outside his fortified walls. More than once he had his victims buried alive and cut off the hands and feet of political suspects. His son and successor Mahdi was no better. He was a drunkard and formed such an attachment to his own daughter that he would never be separated from her, making her go everywhere with him, even on horseback when he disguised her as a man. Like his father, however, he had bouts of goodness and generosity when he distributed lavish gifts. These traits showed themselves particularly in his two sons Hadi and Harun al-Rashid. Hadi tried to poison his mother and issued death sentences without flinching. A courtier relates:
"I was in Hadi's close confidence, yet I was always on my guard because of his well-known tendency to put people to death. Once he sent for me at midday, in spite of the terrible heat and without my having had lunch. I hastened to'him and was led from one room to another until I found myself near the women's apartments. There I found him. He immediately dismissed everyone else and ordered me to close the door. He then confided to me that he was displeased with Yahya Ibn Khalid who was stirring up the people against him in favour of his brother Harun al-Rashid.
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